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Chiang Kai-shek several years ago, then left them to visit
all parts of the Orient. He had visited India, Africa, and
South America in the interests of Sweden, and had been
in the United States several times.
The war had struck his family from every direction.
His sister Martha, the Crown Princess of Norway, sought
refuge in America when the Germans overran her country.
Nazis occupy the country of his uncle, King Christian of
Denmark. His other sister, Astrid, killed in a tragic auto-
mobile accident, was Queen of the Belgians.
" When we get to Stockholm, you'll need fur breeches,35
Charles would say. But it wasn't as easy as all that. I could
get the fur breeches at Abercrombie & Fitch in New York.
But I couldn't get the German visa in Washington to pass
through Germany. And that was the only way to get to
Finland.
The Germans were dangling me on the end of a limb
about this visa. And the situation in Finland was tightening
up fast. Without the German visa I could not go farther
than Switzerland. And most important of all, of course, I
couldn't get into Germany. The German visa at best would
not include the right to leave Germany once I entered ; nor
to come back through there when I tried to get home. But
I simply had to figure that first things come first, get into
Germany, and take the next step from there.
I went to the German embassy in Washington time and
again in September. I knew the Germans were stalling.
Cables kept coining back from Berlin to the German em-
bassy which did not say yes and did not say no. The weeks
were passing. The Germans knew my clipper date was
October 4.
Each day or so, Baron von Strempel would notify me that
he and Herr Hans Thomsen, the German minister and
charge d'affaires in Washington, felt sure that in view of the
fact I now had all the other countries3 visas, Germany
would grant the necessary authority. " We should hear
shortly now," he would say. On another day : ee We are
reasonable people. We do not object to Americans. We
are not at war with the United States." Once, von Strem-
pel's tongue slipped. " We have not yet declared war,33 he
said. The general idea was that my visa would cc come